fondness, but hesitation, as they recall their struggles to simply survive. They will
remember words such as divorce, separation, fatherlessness, abandonment, abuse and
blended. In many ways, they are a generation who lost their most special place in that
thing called family. ,

In our research at Youth Unlimited, we have discovered another reason why some
kids have tattoos. For a generation of kids consumed by the media, it has in many
ways become their closest friend, understanding and listening to the issues many
adults miss. In their identification with the media, they, in turn, have become the
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Meaghan, 20, sees it similarly.
“A tattoo is about ‘me.’ It is a form of per-
sonal expression—part of the culture shift.
Tattoos fill a void for meaning in a post-
modern culture. We need permanency in
this world of constant transition. It forever
expresses how I felt at that moment in
time. It captures a point in time when I







